
A YEAR IN REVIEW 

Success Story 
In the spring 2018, a school 

advocate sent an alert in the 

15th Night RAN for a Host 

Home for a parenting home-

less student. This was an un-

usual request because Host 

Home families are typically 

housing homeless students 

not students with children. A 

Family for Every Child re-

ceived the alert and didn’t 

hesitate to try and recruit a 

family for this student and 

her baby. They were success-

ful and the student and her 

baby were placed in Host 

Home. Learn more about this 

success story at https://

www.registerguard.com/

news/20181028/getting-off-

streets-and-finding-hope   
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By the Numbers 
The percentage of unaccompanied students compared to the total number 

of homeless students in the 4J and Bethel school districts dropped from 

26.3% in the 2013-2014 school year to 23.7% in the 2016-2017 school 

year. 

Rapid Access Network (RAN) 

Last school year, 15th Night Rapid Access Network (RAN) Advocates sent 

alerts on behalf of 162 unaccompanied students with a total of 292 

services and resource requested. The most common requests were for 

basic needs like clothing and shoes, food and shelter. As of the end 

of the year, 30 local, youth-serving organizations (“providers”) were 

responding to unaccompanied student needs via the 15th Night Rapid Access 

Network (RAN).   

Youth Advocate Program 

Direction Service launched a Youth Advocate program designed in collabora-

tion with the 15th Night Youth Action Council: 24 students worked with a 

Youth Advocate on system navigation and goal setting last year. 

A Family for Every Child 

A Family for Every Child launched Host Home program with technical sup-

port provided by the 15th Night: a total of 10 students were housed with 

families last school year.  
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CREATING A COMMUNITY 
MOVEMENT 
The 15th Night is a movement to end youth homelessness in Eugene/

Springfield by engaging the entire community in the effort, rapidly respond-

ing to the needs of homeless students and intervening quickly if they drop 

out of school and end up on the street. 

Leadership  

Creating a sustainable effective community movement is easier said than 

done. Our strategy to be successful in this effort is to work in “school 

catchment” areas by creating awareness of the issue of youth homeless-

ness, empowering students to lead and engaging the community in school 

specific solutions. South Eugene High School was the pilot school for the 

15th Night in 2018.  We completed a school resource needs assessment and 

then recruited a SEHS Catalyst Team and student council. The student 

council evolved into what is now called the Economic Justice League and is 

supported by community volunteers and Joel Kuiper a SEHS teacher.   

Collaboration 

The Economic Justice League collaborated with University Fellowship 

Church, Southtowne Rotary and St. Mary’s Episcopal Church to launch a 

Food for Lane County food pantry and clothing closet for SEHS students. 

The school designated room as a student resource room for students to 

wash clothes, get food and connect to resources.  

Replication 

The 15th Night is replicating this pilot at Willamette and Kalapuya High 

Schools in the Bethel School District and Springfield High School and Ham-

lin Middle School in the Springfield Public School District in 2019. 

Student Innovation 
The Economic Justice League also 

designed a program called First 

Responders which provides trained 

students to help other students 

connect to resource and services.  

CAHOOTS provided the initial and 

ongoing training for the First Re-

sponder program. In addition, the 

15th Night launched a SEHS specif-

ic Rapid Access Network (RAN) to 

help SEHS staff and First Respond-

er students connect students to 

their own internal resources in real 

time. 
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A MILLION THANKS! 

 

Thank you Northwest 

Community Credit Un-

ion and First Baptist 

Church for supporting 

the work of the 15th 

Night YAC.  

 

A special thank you to 

the “meal brigade” that 

provides meals at each 

of our YAC meetings. 

You are helping make 

real change happen! 

 

Thank you 5th Street 

Market and Obie Indus-

tries for your ongoing 

support of 15th Night.  

 

 YAC members tabling at the 5th Street Marketfest this summer.   

The YAC Continues to Blaze the Trail 
 

The 15th Night Youth Action Council has always been at the forefront of 

this movement and they have never shied away from the challenge. 

They’ve been empowered to create change and lead our community 

towards solutions that will work to end youth homelessness.  

In 2018, they worked with the City of Eugene Library, Recreation and 

Cultural Services to design a pilot called the Downtown Youth Initiative 

developed to help create peer outreach and support for at-risk youth 

hanging out in the downtown core.  

The YAC worked closely with the DYI teams, library staff and Eugene 

Police Department to engage with youth, develop relationships and 

eventually steer them towards positive activities. This effort cumulated 

with a “back to school” barbeque at the library.   

Over 50 youth attended and several signed up to re-enroll in school. 

The YAC is currently working with the Eugene Chamber’s Young Profes-

sional Network to activate solutions they created together at a joint 

meeting this fall. In addition, the YAC is collaborating with the County 

on the first ever “youth point in time count” that will take place in late 

January.  



5th Street Public Market 

Bethel School District 

Bryan Rebar 

CC Chatti  

Caterina Mathewson 

Christopher Dolphin 

City of Eugene 

Clinton Morrison 

Colorific Faces 

Columbia Bank 

Dalen Willhite 

Dana Turell 

Dave Willhite 

David and Debi Bone 

Dean Hansen 

Dianne Neuschwanger 

Don and Dolly Woolley 

Eric Cogan 

Ethan Holub 

Eugene 4J 

Eugene Metro Rotary Foundation 

First Baptist Church 

Giustina Foundation 

Grace Serbu 

Greg and Anne Erwin 

Jan Swanson 

Janet Heinonen 

Janice  Daniels 

Jon and Barbara Ruiz 

Jon Anderson 

Julie Reeves 

Marcie  Gutierrez 

Mark Peterson 
 
Matt Salinas 
 
Mike & Megan  Shultz 
 
Northwest Community Credit Union 

Oak Leaf Property Management 

Obie Industries 

Oregon Community Credit Union 

PJ Sargeant 

Pacific Source 

Patrice Sanders 

Pivot Architecture 

RAIN Eugene 

Random Lengths 

Reed Reed 

Steve & Sally Lee 

Sapient Wealth Management 

Seth Clark 

Sid and Debra Leiken 

Snotemp 

Steve & Patti Buss 

Susan  Hanner 

Tana Rowland 

Tauna Nelson 

Thomas and Susan Stewart 

Thomas Badger 

Thomas Stewart 

Tracie Shojai 

William Shields 

IT TAKES A COMMUNITY TO END YOUTH HOMELESSNESS 

The RAN technology was updated over the summer based on feedback from our community advocates and network of 30+ ser-

vice providers. RAN 2.0 was successfully launched in late September and enables school specific RANs to be connected to the 

larger Community RAN.  Thank you to Grace Serbu for underwriting the cost of this upgrade.  

The 15th Night expanded into Springfield this fall. Springfield Public Schools and the Springfield Police Department can now access 

the 15th Night RAN on behalf of students experiencing homelessness. Catholic Community Services, First Place Family Shelter, 

Whitebird Dental and the Eugene Mission have all joined the 30+ network of providers who responded in real time to the 292 

alerts for help this year. 

Sometimes the 15th Night Network is unable to meet a specific need of a student. This is where our Community Responder volun-

teers step into action. Over 50 people have volunteered receive alerts from the 15th Night when there is a need that is hard to fill 

like special clothing, shoes or gift cards for food. Metro Rotary also stepped up in a big way by donating $2,000 and securing an 

additional $2000 from their District Foundation. These funds provide a safety net to ensure every alert is filled to the best of our com-

munity’s ability to do so.   

This holiday season Salon Delange’s staff and clients provided 30 holiday gift bags and lots of extra gift cards and items for unac-

companied students who are navigating school, life and homelessness without a parent or guardian. These students are often 

“hidden in plain sight” and Salon Delange made sure that wasn’t the case this holiday.   

 With You Anything is Possible! Thank You to Our Supporters in 2018 



15th RAPID ACCESS NETWORK 

PARTNERS—Thank You! 

A Family for Every Child 

Bags of Love 

Bethel School Based Health Center 

Boys and Girls Club of Emerald Valley 

Catholic Community Services 

Center for Community Counseling 

Centro Latino Americano 

City of Eugene Library, Recreation and Cultural Services 

Cornerstone Community Housing 

DHS-Self Sufficiency 

Direction Service, Inc. 

Eugene Mission 

Hosea Youth Services 

Junior League of Eugene 

Lane County Maternal Health 

Looking Glass Community Services 

Love INC 

NextStep Recycling 

Ophelia's Place 

Oregon Taxi 

Planned Parenthood 

Sheltercare 

St Vincent DePaul 

Transponder 

Whitebird Crisis Team 

Whitebird Dental 

Willamette Family Treatment Services 

YMCA 

Youth ERA 

WHY WE DO THIS 

Last year, one of the South Eugene 

High School "Economic Justice League" 

members joined the 15th Night Youth 

Action Council (YAC).  

As the months went by, we eventually 

learned that he had dropped out of 

school because he found out that it 

would take him two more years to 

graduate so he quietly just quit.  

His family had been homeless all of his 

life and he had moved around so much 

that he had missed a lot of school days. 

Several people jumped into "mother-

mode" and told him quitting wasn't an 

option. 

Long story short. He got his GED, he 

has his first job and is still a very active 

member of the YAC. When he got his 

first pay check, he asked what items he 

could buy for the 15th Night Rapid Ac-

cess Network (RAN) because he wanted 

to give back.  

This is exactly why we are doing this 

right? He didn't drop out, was never on 

the street, is in stable housing and is a 

contributing member of our community. 

 

 Let's do more of this in 2019! 



To Learn more  about how you can make a difference or to join our mailing list visit us on the web at  www.15night.com 

“People don’t understand that sometimes being homeless is an easier 

problem to have than being at home.” – 15th Night Youth 


